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A fresh creative voice from the great Aussie outback
offers a new CG-animated series about a very funny
farm. by Ramin Zahed

[though the subject of city animals
adjusting to a new life on o farm may
have been tockled before at the
rmovies, perhaps nobody can do this theme
mare justice thon Scaott Strochan, the man
betind the new CG-gnimated series FARM-
kids, A former elementary school music
teacher, Sfrachan actually grew up in a re-
mote part of the Ausralion outbock, “We
didn't have television coverage.” says the
charming idec-man from Oz "1 grew up sur-
rounded by great bush characters who were
unbelievable storytellers and influsnces.”
Strochan sayvs he used over 14 years of his
education bockground to come up with the
idea behind his new show, which is being dis-
fricuted by Los Angeles-bosed PerchLight Ene
tertginment ot MIFTY this month, “The FARM-
kicls were ‘nurured and rased’ by myself in
Clossraoms around Australio where they were
adored by thousands of children durng this
perdiod.” : i
About four years ago, Srachan was ap-
procched by an Amencon producer whao
saw the character designs at o refail stors
when he was vacationing Down Under, "He
contacted me and made me an offer to turn
the choracters info an animated property,”
says Strachan. *1 explored the ideq. talked to
studios in Australia, finclized a budget (had a
heart aitackl], raised all fhe funds from pri-
vate investors myself and started fo moke the
shgiwl™
Aimed of six- fo 11-year-cld oudiences,

FARMES locks of what hoppens to o group
of spoiled nursery peting zoo animals when
fhey suddenly get relocated to the country
and have to adopt to their new nusfic lives!
*You have o starstreck mutt, o sports-crozy
bul. o power-tool-packing pig. g culinary
geat, a fechsavwy harse, o lpstick-wearing
cow and a duckling that can't swim ar fiy,”
says the ebuliznt Strachan. “The simple farm
life gothers @ new meaning when fhey have
to defend their ranch ogainst such things as
giont alien fematoes, monster pumpkins and
out-of-confrel gensfically enginesrsd ninja
cam!"

It dicin't ket that Strachen, o graduote of
fhe Queentlond Conservatorium of Music,
has perfarrmed with major symphany orchess-
fras around Australia as o trumpet player and
was insfrumental in developing one of his
counfry's most recognized music programs.
He soys he also has a love and passion for
drowing and art frem kis father. “Althcugh |
haove ng formal fraining, | created and drew
the criginal charccters and developed every
cspect of the AD-animated characters and
sets used in the show."

One of the sirong selling points of the show
is the fact that there's a FARMEKID for every
kind of young viewer in the mix. “They've
been created to accommodate the passion
of every child in the word—be it fashion,
baauty, technology, cocking, inventing, engi-
neerng, singing, ccfing, atc.," explains Sto-
chan. ¥l alsa wanted the characters fo teach

folerance o children, and
this is very important in to-
clony's ward.”

Although the creafive
team is ased in Brisbane,
Australic, the production
ol hos contract sendee
studio contocts in India
and China. “Being lecated so close fo Asio,
and the cost foctar moking lare-scals ani-
rnation studios unviable in Ausfralic, we were
the first large-scale production to create this
type of production pipeline of creative man-
agement in the couniry."

According te Strachan, his team recently
completed fhe first season of FARMEDS and is
waorking on the second baotch of episodes.
“We aba have future seres and o ful-length
mavie in the pipeline,” he says. “When | frst
started locking af developing the show, | in-
vestigated both 30.and 20 and feit the chor-
acters were betier suited fa the CG medium.
Howewver, | am lacking at the wse of some in-
navative formats combining 3D and 20 feo-
fures.”

a0 what does the enterprising man from
the outoack think of the whole animation
scene he sees at the markets? * didn’t grow
up with felevision or cinema,” he points out,
“Thersfore | didn't see many of the animated
clossics until | was in my late teens and at uni-
versify. | still have a lof of catching up fo do,
but fhis penpective does give me on element
of freshress in my creativity! Today, | love
shows fike The Simpsons, SpongeBob and Jim-

Scott Strachan

Mind you, | am discovering and enjoying
great shows evenyday, ke Wamer Bros.' Raad
Runner sherts for the first time on DVD with my
yaung chidren!™
Well, mate, this business could cerfainky uss

a realunspoiled view from the great outbock,
and chances are those eclectic FARMKids are
fhe ones to deliver it to the wordd. B

To learn more about the show, visit

www farmkids.com.au.




